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Recall ‘Bard’ experiment?

This is the first time I have written to
my alma mater in 18 years—for me, half
a lifetime. I was sorry to read in the Win-
ter issue that Henry Bucher died. He was
a dorm parent in my dorm my freshman
year, 1968.

A former women’s dorm, Bard Hall
was turned over to freshmen men for The
Bard Experiment. Enforced quiet hours
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. were supposed to
help [reduce] freshmen dropouts. I have
never seen the results of that experiment.
I wonder how many [readers] know
whether it was a success or a failure?

I did graduate, and maybe Henry
Bucher was part of that success.

Robert Boyce *72
Tunkhannock, Pa.

Porter is not forgotten

I was moved by Richard R. Dutcher’s
letter in your Winter *91 issue about the
late professor Melzer R. Porter and his
role in our alma mater.

The melody is generally attributed to
Benjamin Carr, a Philadelphia composer,
conductor, music merchant and organist.
He used the tune name “Spanish hymn.”
Mr. Porter marked his work “‘arranged
from . . .” and then merely his initials. I
support using his entire name when
[crediting] that music.

Mr. Dutcher and other alumni may
wish to know that Mr. Porter’s last
office, on the second floor of Lyte Audi-
torium, is now called the Melzer R. Por-
ter Room. We use it as a faculty room,
record library and music scores library. I
believe Melzer would be pleased.

Dr. Karl E. Moyer
Professor of Music

Just anote...

.. . to thank you for the copy of the
Millersville Review. I always find these
very interesting.

James E. Huber
Lancaster County Commissioner

Correction: The Review regrets mis-
spelling the name of a student in the
financial aid article, Winter *91. The cor-
rect spelling is Linda-Thuy Pham.

1898 pledge reappears

As I was going through the estate of
my mother, Verna Postles, widow of
[former MU business manager ] Ermon
Postles, I came across the enclosed writ- {
ten pledge from the class of '98. Millers-
ville was dear to my father’s heart as it
carried out its mission of educating the
common man. He revered Dr. Biemes-
derfer and would have been greatly
affected by the recent death of Helen
Ganser.

Dick Postles
Graniteville, S.C.

The document, now in MU archives, is a
pledge by the class of 1898 to donate $10 each
for a scholarship fund “within the next two
years, unless prevented by unavoidable circum-
stances.”’ Students who signed the pledge
include Landis Tanger and P.M. Harbold.

Cover photo depressing

In reference to the Millersville Review,
Winter 91, is that the best picture you
could use to portray Millersville athletes?

No personal reflection upon the young
man shown on your cover, but, there sits
a downcast, dejected loser if I ever saw
one.

I know we have had some fine athletic
teams at Millersville, and we should be
proud to tell about them. The life of a
student athlete has moments of joy as
well as dejection. Why not show the
bright side?

Franklin R. Marsh ’37

Lancaster

Some readers found the athlete’s expression
reflective rather than dejected. Editor.

Share your “Views”

Send your letters to:
Millersville Review Editor
Public Relations Office
Millersville University
Millersville, PA 17551-0302
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AROUND THE CAMPUS

€€ T would
like to see us
get as excited
about our
[domestic]
problems as
we do about
external
threats. ??

€ If the
United States
doesn’t step in
to stop aggres-
sion, who in
the world is
going to
doit? ??

Campus grapples with war in Middle East

In times unlike any known by
most students at Millersville, the
campus has made efforts to
understand and express individ-
ual opinions about Operation
Desert Storm, begun in January
by the U.S. military and its coa-
lition troops.

By the end of January, 16 MU
students had been sent to serve
in the Persian Gulf conflict.
Other students were worrying
about friends and relatives sta-
tioned in Saudi Arabia.

e Even before the spring
semester began, members of
Delta Phi Epsilon sorority
placed yellow ribbons around
the campus in support of U.S.
troops. Last fall, the sorority
sponsored a letter-writing cam-
paign to troops stationed in the
Gulf region. Some students
opposed the sorority’s actions.

® On January 25, approxi-

mately 200 members of the Uni-

versity community, representing
many faiths, met to pray for
world peace.
o Individuals

senting

United
Campus

Ministry,

Catholic Cam-

- pus Ministry, the
Black Student Union,

Shaarai Shomayin Temple in
Lancaster, and two faculty
members led the interfaith
program.

e On January 26, several MU
students joined thousands of
protesters against the war in a
demonstration in Washington
D.C.

e On January 30, a standing-
room-only audience listened to

repre-

University panel members dis-
cuss options in solving the Mid-
East conflict. Widely covered by
local media, the event sparked a
lively controversy.

The panel included MU pro-
fessors Jack Fischel, history;
Marlene Arnold, anthropology;
and James White, educational
foundations. Also on the panel
were Franklin and Marshall Col-
lege professors Robert Gray,
government and international
relations; and John Joseph,
(emeritus) history.

The panel discussion was held
in the Student Memorial Center
auditorium and moderated by
Terry Madonna, director of
MU’s Center for Politics and
Public Affairs.

Joseph criticized the use of
force instead of diplomacy, add-
ing that the war “means destroy
and pour more hellfire and steel
over an innocent country that
[already] is subject to the totalit-
arianism of Saddam Hussein.”

Fischel countered that lessons
learned in World War II and the
Korean War make it clear that
“if the United States doesn’t
step in to stop aggression, who
in the world is going to do it?”
Restraint would result in
“anarchy and chaos,” he said.

White pointed out that Amer-
icans prefer to identify the
enemy as “over there.” “I would
like to see us get as excited
about our problems [with
schools, the banking system and
AIDS] as we do about external
threats,” he said.

e Fear of Iraqi terrorism has
become a factor in international
studies programs.

“I’'m still encouraging stu-
dents to go abroad,” Marlene
Arnold, MU director of interna-
tional programs, said in an Intel-
ligencer Jowrnal article. “But I'm
urging them to look at Latin
America and Eastern Asia.
Understandably, they might be a

little reluctant to go to Europe.”

England, France and Italy are
American allies in the Persian
Gulf war. Terrorists threats and
bombings abroad have been
reported since war began.

Currently, Millersville has
nearly 30 students in England
and Germany. No students have
been sent to the Middle East.
Arnold expects several course-
related, student trips abroad this
summer to canceled. One such
course, studying Grimm’s fairy
tales in Germany, has already
been canceled due to the threat
of terrorism.

State orders cuts
from MU budget

In January, Millersville Uni-
versity received news from Gov-
ernor Casey that $1.5 million
had to be slashed from the
school’s budget—effective
immediately. The cuts were the
result of a $1 billion state deficit
and reduced money to higher
education in Pennsylvania by
3.5 percent.

President Caputo announced
that the cuts would be made by
reducing operating costs across
the board by 15 percent, except
for Academic Affairs, whose
budget was cut 10 percent.
Vacant positions were put on
hold and building maintenance
projects were cut.

The good news was that no
one was laid off and the quality
of academic programs should
not suffer, Dr. Caputo said.

More belt-tightening will be
reflected in the 1991-92 budget.

Faculty approve pact

After long negotiations last
year, faculty members at the 14 [
universities of the State System \
of Higher Education (SSHE)
approved in November a three-
year contract to raise faculty sal-
aries a total of 20 percent over
that period. New health benefits
were also added. The pact is ret-
roactive to July 1, 1990.




New public relations
director takes post

Millersville welcomed a new
director of public relations on
February 11. Amy H. Dmitzak,
formerly director of public rela-
tions at Middlesex County Col-
lege, Edison, New Jersey,
replaced Carole Slotter, who
became MU director of continu-
ing education last fall.

At Middlesex, the largest
community college in New Jer-
sey, Dmitzak supervised graphic
design, mar-
keting and
communica-
tions with a
staff of eight.
She also
developed
student
recruitment
strategies.

At Mil-
| lersville,
Dmitzak
manages the
university’s communications
program, including public rela-
tions, media relations, advertis-
ing and publications. She joins
the University Advancement
team, led by Vice President
Gerald Eckert.

Previously, she was director
of public relations at Bloomfield
College in New Jersey and direc-
tor of public relations and devel-
opment for the Youth Consulta-
tion Service, Newark, New
Jersey.

A graduate of Principia Col-
lege in Illinois, she earned a mas-
ter of education degree at
Rutgers University (New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey) She has
taught English as a second lan-
guage at Rutgers and Hunter
College.

An art show fea-
turing images of
the Holocaust will
be held on campus.

Decorator Show
at Alumni House

The new Alumni House reno-
vations will be spotlighted by a
Decorator Show House from
May 14 through June 2 (which
includes Alumni Weekend).
Seventeen local interior
designers will create the latest
look in bedrooms, living rooms,
baths, kitchens and other areas
from space that will then
become offices for the Univer-
sity Advancement staff. Person-
nel in alumni programs, devel-
opment, and public relations
will be brought together under
one roof.

The Decorator Show House is
sponsored by Lancaster General
Hospital’s Lancaster Auxiliary
of the United Auxiliaries. The
$5 admission benefits the hospi-
tal’s Trauma Center. Hours are
10-4, Monday through Satur-
day; 10-7 Friday; and noon to 5
on Sunday.

You are invited to tour the
new building and borrow deco-
rating ideas for your own home.
Volunteers to host visitors are
needed. More information is
available by calling Sue Goddard
at 397-1537.

Holocaust Conference
set for April 14-15

Millersville’s history depart-
ment will sponsor the 10th
annual Holocaust Conference,
titled ““The Holocaust and the
New Europe.”

Speakers will discuss the new
nationalism in reunified Ger-
many and eastern Europe and
increasingly frequent outbursts
of anti-Semitism in those
countries.

Keynote speaker Dr. Jacob
Neusner, University of South
Florida, will speak Sunday,
April 14, from 3-5 p.m. in
McComsey Hall auditorium.
Free. For more information, call
Dr. Reynold Koppel at 872-
3994.

In addition, the MU art
department is sponsoring a
show, “Images of Courage and
Compassion,” from April 7
through May 5 in Ganser
Library Gallery.

The show, featuring paint-
ings, drawings and sculpture,
will emphasize individual cour-
age in the face of collective evil
and spiritual resistance to
despair. A reception for the art-
ists will be held from 1-4 p.m.
on April 14.




William Bolger
receives the Presi-
dent’s Medallion
from President

Caputo.

€€ This is the pin-
nacle of my associ-
ation with Millers-
ville University. ?? ,

"%

Conference center
named for Bolger

In appreciation for outstand-
ing service, the MU Council of
Trustees honored William
Bolger, its chairman since 1969,
by naming the conference center
in Gordinier Dining Hall the
William H. Bolger Conference
Center.

On Nov. 30, Bolger quietly
listened as the council unanim-
ously approved a resolution
renaming the conference center.

Afterward, at a reception at
the center, President Joseph
Caputo presented Bolger with
the President’s Medallion, an
award for dedication to higher
education. Ronald Sykes, pro-
fessor of art, unveiled his por-
trait of Bolger, which hangs in
the conference center lobby.

“This is the pinnacle of my
association with Millersville
University,” Bolger said. He
described his efforts to guide the
university from a primarily
teacher training college to a lib-
eral arts university as ‘‘a labor of
joy.”

A '38 MU alumnus, Bolger
was a math teacher, assistant
principal and superintendent in
the Palmyra School District. The
Martinsburg native now lives in
Hanover.

Columbus data bank
used worldwide

Millersville’s data bank on
Columbus and the Age of Dis-
covery has been chosen as the
exclusive worldwide clearing-
house for information related to
the Columbus Quincentenary
Jubilee.

What began as a resource for
Pennsylvania history teachers
has become the official elec-
tronic source world-wide for
information on the U.S. Chris-
topher Columbus Quincente-
nary Jubilee of 1992. Millers-
ville’s Computerized
Information Retrieval System
(CIRS) was selected for the job
by the Jubilee Commission.

Campus project coordinator,
Dr. Thomas Tirado of the his-
tory department, says the system
has been operational since Janu-
ary 1990 and
already contains
more than 200
scholarly
papers

and speeches on Columbus. The
system also maintains a world-
wide calendar of quincentennial
events.

CIRS users, who connect to
the system with computers and
modems, may view the listing of
jubilee-related events and activi-
ties according to date, title, sub-
ject or location, Tirado explains.

Phil Shaak, manager of IBM
applications for academic com-
puting, and Tirado are co-
developers of the CIRS. They
demonstrated the system for the
Jubilee Commission at its annual
meeting in September.

While representatives from
around the world watched,
Tirado dialed Millersville, made
contact with the mainframe
computer, and took the system
through its paces. Shaak, who
wrote the custom software for
the system, provided the techni-

cal explanations. Commission
members and others in the
audience were impressed with
the CIRS’s performance, Tirado
said.

Information in the system has
been contributed by the Jubilee
Commission, numerous colleges
and universities, and other orga-
nizations around the world.

Puritan conference
hosts noted scholars

Puritan scholars from Great
Britain and the United States
will return to the 17th century
April 4, 5, and 6 when Millers-
ville University hosts an interna-
tional conference on ‘Puritan-
ism in Old and New England.”

Distinguished scholars from
Cambridge University, the Uni-
versity of London and other
universities “‘across the pond”
will join American authors of
award-winning studies from
schools such as Boston Univer-
sity, Columbia University, Flor-
ida State University and the
University of Texas.

History, literature and religion
will be represented by 47 scho-
lars, making the conference the
largest gathering ever of Puritan
experts.

The conference is sponsored
by the MU School of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences, the
Massachusetts Historical Society
and the Institute of Early Ameri-
can History and Culture.

Latino Week at MU

A variety of activities have ‘
been planned to celebrate Latino |
Week, April 15-19, at Millers-
ville University. Films in Span-
ish, with English subtitles, will
be shown. An Hispanic music
program will be presented in
Lyte Auditorium from 7-9 p.m.
on Tuesday. Admission is $3.

Other events are free.
For more information, call

Aida Ceara at 872-3258.
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Profs write books
on murder, Mexico

Dr. Dennis Downey, profes-
sor of history, is co-author of a
new book about the lynching of
a black steelworker in 1911. No
Crooked Death: Coatesville, Penn-
sylvania and the Lynching of
Zachariah Walker was recently
published by the University of
Illinois Press.

The book describes the
lynching, police investigation
and subsequent trials that went
on for nine months and cost
more than any other criminal
prosecution in Pennsylvania up
to that time. The incident also
marked the first time the newly-
formed NAACP (National
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People)
became involved in a local
murder as part of its national
campaign to end lynching.

The book’s co-author is Dr.
Raymond Hyser, professor of
history at James Madison Uni-
versity, Harrisonburg, Va.

Celsa’s World: Conversations
with a Mexican Peasant Woman
by Dr. Thomas Tirado, profes-
sor of history, was published
recently by the Center for Latin
American Studies and the Ari-
zona State University Press. The
book’s description of Mexican
rural life is the result of several
interviews Tirado conducted
with a 57-year-old grandmother
living in a Morelos pueblo.

Dr. Kenneth Shields, profes-
sor of English, was among those
honored as outstanding educa-
tors in the awards ceremony in
Harrisburg last October marking
the “Pennsylvania Salute to
Teaching.” He was chosen for
the honor by MU’s council of
deans.

Aida Ceara, assistant profes-
sor of developmental studies,
was honored with the 1990
Leadership Award for starting
Latino Week. The award was
presented last October by the
Hispanic Human Services Com-

mittee and Hamilton Bank in
Lancaster.

Latino Week, sponsored by
Millersville University, will have
its third annual celebration in
April. Ceara also was instrumen-
tal in having the City of Lancas-
ter proclaim April as Hispanic
Month.

MU designer retires
Bill Leighty, MU chief archi-

tectural designer, retired in Feb-
ruary. Since 1967, Leighty had
produced the final blueprints for
many current campus buildings
and for numerous renovations.
His last project was his most
ambitious - the renovation and
addition to Alumni House.

The Huntingdon County
native formerly worked as an
architectural designer in Harris-
burg, Lancaster and York.

Faculty deaths

Dr. Raymond Runkle, who
was chairman of MU’s health
and physical education depart-
ment as well as director of
athletics from 1957 to 1969,
died November 26, after a brief
illness. Runkle was instrumental
in the construction of Pucillo
Gymnasium and the expansion
of the university’s varsity pro-
gram in a variety of sports.

A Pottsville native, Runkle
was a physical education teacher
and gymnastics coach at Notre
Dame before coming to Millers-
ville University. He retired in
1981 and lived in Millersville.

Dr. Kathryn Moran, asso-
ciate professor of English emeri-
tus, died January 18 in New
Bedford after a long illness. She
was 56. Moran joined the MU
faculty in 1975 and retired in
1990.

Edwin E. Howard, found-
ing chairman of MU’s industry
and technology department,
died February 5 in Lancaster. He
was 85.

Events coming up:
March 28 Mary Hatwood

Futrell, former president of
the National Education
Association, will deliver
the Anna Funk Lockey
Lectureship in Education at
8 p.m. in Bolger Confer-
ence Center in Gordinier

Hall. Free.

April 10 David Halber-
stram, awarded the Pulitzer
Prize for his Vietnam
reporting, will speak at 8
p.m. in Bolger Conference
Center, sponsored by
Commonwealth Bank. His
award-winning  books
include “The Best and the
Brightest.” Free.

April 14-15 10th annual
Holocaust Conference.
(See Campus News for
information on keynote
speaker and art show.)

April 15 A concert by
Women of the Calabash, a
group that performs music
from Africa, Latin Amer-
ica, the Caribbean and
black America, will be
presented at 8 p.m. in Lyte
Auditorium. Tickets are

$3.50.

April 15-19 Latino Week
(See Campus News)

April 23 The Budapest
Brass Quintet will per-
form at 8:30 p.m. in Lyle
Dining Hall as part of the
Department of Music’s
Chamber Concert Series.
Tickets are $12, which
includes refreshments.
Call 872-3357 for more

information.

April 27 “Jazz Fest de
Ville” featuring the MU
Jazz Ensemble and Alumni
Jazz Ensemble will be held
in Lyte Auditorium at 8:15
p-m. Free.

Mary Hatwood
Futrell

David Halberstram
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Ten years as
president

Joseph A. Caputo has been part
of some impressive changes on
the MU campus.

By Karen K. Boyd

The phone rang in Joseph Caputo’s office. That
was odd because he had set aside the time for an
interview with the Review editor for an article about
his 10 years as president of Millersville.

After a brief conversation, he put doun the phone
and resumed our interview. "“The governor’s office
just announced that $1.5 million has been cut from
the university’s budget - effective immediately,” he
said.

“‘Aren’t you angry?”’ I asked, thinking how unfair
it was that a monster deficit in the Commonwealth
should so ruthlessly slash Millersville’s resources.

“I don’t have time to get angry,” Caputo said
calmly. "I have a university to protect. I don’t want
any personnel layoffs. I want to solve this problem in
the most creative way possible. I'll get mad later.”

hen Joseph Caputo was a young
chemistry instructor at Buffalo State
College, a visiting professor, observ-

ing his interactions in the classroom, told him,
“You'’re a catalyst. You bring people together.”
“P’ve never forgotten that,” says Caputo, 50.
His classroom has expanded to include an
entire university, but Joseph Caputo is still
bringing people and ideas together.

"C atalyst” is the word Linda Suskie uses to
describe her boss. She is assistant to the
president for planning. “If someone has a good
idea, he offers support and clears channels to
bring that idea to fruition,” Mrs. Suskie says.

When the freshman curriculum was over-
hauled a few years ago, it was the faculty who
hammered out the details. But the new General
Education curriculum also reflects Caputo’s own
belief that students need strong writing, math
and critical thinking skills.

Old-timers might refer to Millersville as an
“old boys’ network.” But Caputo has established {
a Commission on the Status of Women and a
Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity. The
University has a full-time affirmative action
administrator.

“We have brought in outstanding cultural and
entertainment programs,”’ says Dr. Mel Allen,
professor of philosophy. “We’ve improved
recruitment and retention of minority students.
And the door is open to recruiting minority fac-
ulty.”

I think we’ve made more progress in this area
than any of our sister institutions,’’ says Dr.
Gerald Weiss, professor of chemistry, “even
though it’s antagonized some members of the
campus community.”

The role of women on campus has advanced
as well.

“Women are more visible in faculty leadership
positions,” Caputo points out. “We’ve worked
to provide women’s athletics with opportunities
comparable to men’s. But we still need more
women in administrative and executive
positions.”

hen Caputo came to Millersville in 1981,

he found an academically strong state col-
lege, woefully underfunded by the state and mis-
takenly dismissed by many in the local commu-
nity as a small-time teacher’s college.

A soft-spoken man with a disarming smile,
Caputo didn’t bombast the problems into sub-
mission. He gathered faculty and staff together
into an effective team that could accomplish
more than even a president.

“I don’t think I have many fascist tendencies,”
Caputo says. I believe in empowering others.”




For example, programs that are run by admin-
istrators at other universities are run by the fac-
ulty at Millersville.

““His relationship with the faculty is excellent,”
says Dr. Terry Madonna, professor of history.
“He consults with them and is willing to listen to
new ideas. Compared to many campuses, Mil-
lersville is remarkably free of factionalism.”

In recent years especially, professors nation-
wide have been attracted to Millersville because
of its strong emphasis on academic excellence
and faculty development, including time release
for research projects. A Faculty Grants Commit-
tee, not the president, approves such projects.

A good faculty, in turn, attracts good students.
Enrollment has steadied at 7,800 for the past
two years due to limited funds for expansion. At
the same time, the number of applications has
gone through the roof. In 1990, the university
stopped accepting applications by the end of
February, the earliest cutoff in its history.

Why Millersville?

Students are attracted by “the most beautiful
campus in Pennsylvania” (according to Pennsylva-
nia magazine). They’ve seen the article in Money
magazine rating Millersville as a “best buy” in
state colleges around the country. And they may
have read How to Get an lvy League Education at a
State University by Martin Nemko, who uses Mil-
lersville as a prime example.

Ironically, people in Millersville’s own back-
yard have been among the last to acknowledge
its excellence. But that is changing.

“I am really pleased at the widespread aware-
ness in the Lancaster community of how fine a
university we have and what a wonderful oppor-
tunity it offers,” Caputo says. “Over the past
decade the academic quality of Millersville has
been enhanced. But community awareness of
what we do has grown even more.”

Mel Allen agrees. “Our local image is differ-
ent. Ten years ago we were thought of more
highly by people outside the Lancaster area.
Now, people are proud to [tell their neighbors]
they work at Millersville.”

“Under Joe Caputo’s leadership, Millersville
University has become an integral part of the
greater Lancaster community,” adds William W.
Adams, chairman and president of Armstrong
World Industries.

“More and more, people are realizing the
importance of the University as a center for aca-
demic and cultural activities.”

Caputo is by nature more relaxed with one or
two people than as the center of attention in a
crowd. Nevertheless, he speaks to parents,
alumni, students and community leaders about
what they can expect from Millersville. The

results have been positive.

Jennifer Crissman is a Millersville senior and
president of the Student Senate. “At every stu-
dent orientation, Dr. Caputo gives a speech to
each incoming group,” she says. “Parents and
students really appreciate the fact that he’s taken
time for them. They see him as open and warm. I
think that’s a great first impression.”

Caputo has the ability to make people feel
good about being at Millersville.

In spite of this growing excellence and higher
profile, the university has been hampered by
inadequate state funding. In addition to vigorous
lobbying in Harrisburg, Caputo has encouraged
new solutions to an old problem.

e A new vice president for advancement heads
an effort to increase gifts to the university. Last
year, private gifts topped $1 million.

e Students voted to expand the Student
Memorial Center by footing the bill themselves
through increased student fees. Groundbreaking
began last December.

® The university budget was scrutinized to find
funds to buy local homes and refurbish them as
campus office space.

“It’s often been a bootstrap effort,” Caputo
says. ““My biggest frustration as president has
been the lack of support by the Commonwealth
for expanding and maintaining physical facilities
(as enrollment increased). The Commonwealth
has totally abdicated responsibility for its own
buildings.”

Inadequate state funds also make development
of new academic programs more difficult,
Caputo added.

“If the Commonwealth doesn’t give us the
money we need to provide quality education, we

€€ More and more,
people are realiz-
ing the importance
of the University as
a center for aca-
demic and cultural
activities. 7’
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President Caputo and
wife, Linda, greet
parents at Parents

Day.
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may have to downsize. If I had to choose
between quality and access (higher enrollment),
I’d choose quality.”

he choice is no surprise to those who know
Caputo. He has a self-admitted passion for
excellence.

“P’ve seen him get angry,” says Mrs. Suskie.
“Incompetence gets him mad.”

] find inefficiency very annoying,” Caputo
admits.

His passion for the best also extends to his lei-
sure activites. A dedicated tennis player, Caputo
is described by more than one partner as ‘‘very
competitive.”

“] enjoy tennis because I like the sun and
fresh air, and it’s OK to be fiercely competitive
in that setting,” Caputo says. ‘I can also be loyal
and cooperative in other circumstances.”

He used to ride a motorcycle but gave it up for
his weekly game of killer tennis.

“The motorcycle was fun because you could
feel the wind in your face, smell new mown hay -
and other barnyard aromas,” he says. “You
could feel the coolness of the trees as you went
down into a dip, then feel the heat of the sun on
the fields as you came out. Plus, it was a little
dangerous, a little exciting.”

Caputo also has a passien for food.

“He’s a chocoholic,” Mrs. Suskie says. “I have
a suspicion he may make a run down to the
Getty Mart at night for a chocolate bar. And he
loves Chinese food. Whoever goes with him to
Harrisburg to see the chancellor knows we’ll
have lunch at House of Hunan. I’ve teased him
that anyone who works for him should have in
their job description: ‘must like Chinese food.””’

In terms of quality, Caputo would rather eat at
McDonald’s or the best restaurant in town, he
says. Middle grounds don’t interest him.

] like the best. If it’s opera,” he says, ‘I want
to hear Pavarotti at the Met.”

The passion for excellence fuels his vision for
Millersville’s future.

] measure our progress by national norms,”
Caputo says. ‘“‘Being number one in Pennsylvania
is not good enough. How do we measure up
nationally?”

The answer appears to be: pretty darn well.

“Looking back over 10 years, I really do feel
good,” Caputo says. ““We've grown and devel-
oped on a wide front, which is all the more
remarkable since we’ve been given no infusion of
state resources.”’




Before coming to Millersville, Caputo was
vice president for academic affairs at South-
west Texas State College. During an interview for
his current postion, he was asked to name the
most important role of a college president.

In his inaugural address, Caputo shared his
response to that question. He mentioned a cata-
lyst for change a